Senior Steps: tradition on the rocks
By JOHN DeBRUICKER
NEWS EDITOR

No sooner had the mud solidified
and the glass been picked up off the
Miller Library steps following last
year 's raucous Senior Champagne
toast than the rumors began circulating
regarding the tradition 's continuation.
Members of the Class of 2007
watched each year as the seniors
before them played, wrestled, drank,
embraced and celebrated their final
day of classes on May flower Hill , but
the irresponsibility and belligerence of
the graduating class last year put the
future of "the Steps" in doubt.
"My recommendation was not to
have it ," said Directory of College
Security Peter Chenevert of the 2007
Senior Champagne Toast. "I think it 's
ridiculous personally. I'd like to see it
not happen. "
One can understand his position.
Last May on the final day of classes,
two seniors were arrested by the
Waterville Police Department after
security called in reinforcements in
response to one individual' s shoving
an administrative staff member,
according to Chenevert. A third was
taken in by the police when he tried to
stop the police vehicle carting away
his two friends, asking what they had
done wrong. Several, as in other recent
years, were taken to the hospital on
account of their blood alcohol content
and other injuries sustained.
The tradition of seniors enjoying
champagne on the steps was not
always as wild as it has been in recent
years. It began as seniors and professors calmly toasting the end of the

year at noon on the last scheduled day
of classes. By 1997, according to
Chenevert , "you could see the potential for it to be out of control. " In at
least the last three years , seniors have
congregated on the steps at 4 p.m.,
wearing outlandish costumes, visibly
intoxicated from lavish amounts of
binge drinking before they reach the
roped-off area designated for the toast.
Five years ago, the tradition would
continue with students swimming the

It can be a good
event, people
just have to be
mindful of their
own safety.
Janice Kassman
Special Assistant to the President
for External Relations

length of Johnson Pond. The swimming practice was affixed with a
51 000 fine in 2003, due to the unfavorable condition of both the pond and
the swimmers.
Special Assistant to the President
for External
Relations Janice
Kassman, who previously served as
vice president for student affairs and
dean of students , has fond memories
of the event, and remains optimistic
that the tradition can be continued in a
safe fashion. "It can be a good event ,"
she said. "People just have to be mindful of their own safety." She said that
the problem stemmed from underclassmen entering the roped-off area
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designated for seniors only, a tactic
designed to ensure that all those
imbibing are of age. People then
began tackling one another into the
mud , breaking bottles on the asphalt
sidewalks and becoming confrontational with administrators and security
guards. "People were pushing each
other , 1 was pushed I think inadvertentl y," Kassman said.
The confrontations arose when
Kassman tried to chorale the students
to the field house for an all-campus
barbeque. Some students refused to
leave the steps and began taunting
security guards. "There were just a
few students who were not cooperating," said Kassman. Those few, however, were all Security needed to call
Waterville Police to campus. A handful of students had donned anti-police
tee shirts before the event , which only
made the situation more difficult.
As far as next spring's Steps are
concerned, hope is not lost for the
Class of 2007 to tip back a glass, or
perhaps several bottles , of champagne
to honor their hard work in the classroom. Kassman 's successor as dean of
students , Jim Terhune, is willing to
engage in a conversation with class
representatives to address how the
event can be made safer. "What happened last year can 't happen again ,"
said Terhune , addressing the class officers and student government. "You
guys need to get together with your
peers and you need to start to think
through putting together a p lan for
how this can work."
Student Government Association
President Tom Testo '07 and Vice
President Michelle Star '07 have had
conversations with Terhune, President
William D. Adams and Director of
Student Activities Kelly Wharton
already regarding the tradition . So
far, possible changes include stricter
enforcement of the drinking area 's
barriers or moving 'he event to the
lawn space in front of Lorimer
Chapel, which would limit the
amount of concrete students would
have to fall on.
Testo says that the administration
is behind him and the rest of the student body to find a way to make it
happen. "We don 't want the celebration to end," Testo said. "But we can 't
allow students to be in the position to
have the kind of problems we had last
year. We've got a lot of time to talk
about it. "

When last year s champagne steps tradition got violent, WVPD intervened.

Students brave Johnson Pond Re gatta
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Students paddle makeshift vessels across a murky Johnson Pond. This year s' winning boat earned $800.

State of the College reveals new plans
By JOHN DeBRUICKER
NEWS EDITOR

President William D. Adams 's State
of the College address on Tuesday
ni ght was carried out in the Student
Government Association 's spirit of
informative and open forums, bridging the students , their elected peer
officers and the administration.
Dressed in blue jeans and College
insignia wear, Adams, SGA President
Tom Testo '07 and Vice President
Miki Starr '07 took a moment to evaluate and discuss the College 's goals
and achievements in what Testo called
one of the most well-attended State of
the College addresses he has seen in
his f our years.

Testo began by reiterating his confidence in Presidents ' Council's new
lineup and expressing his optimism
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By BEN HERBST
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Following a successful summer
campaign stop in Chicago and three
busy months of pledging, the
College 's S235 million capital campaign , "Reaching the World: A
Campaign for Colby," is right on
schedule with SI31 million collected.
Vice President
for College
Relations Richard Ammons reported
in an interview last week that the campaign is "really showing that Colby
alumni are supporters of the College
and want to help it reach its goal." He
added that the fiscal year that ended in
June was the most successful in the
history of the school. "Momentum
seems to be going very well."
Following the initial kickoff event
in Waterville in October of 2005,
events followed in New York City
and Boston in January* The campaign
staff plans to hold similar events in
New Eng land and Seattle in the coming months. Ammons stressed that
the campaign will spread out to many
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communities over the next four
years, and he is hopeful that they will
continue to receive enthusiasm from
alumni and friends of the College.
He said that the campaign events ,
which include faculty, student and

[The campaign
is] really showing that Colby
alumni are supporters of the
College...
Richard Ammons

Vice President for College
Relations

alumni speakers , are "very useful
ways for us to bring the Colby story
to people in a variety of places
throughout the country."
The final goal should be reached by
the end of the campaign in June of

2010, on the way to that mark , the
College aims to have collected S155
million by June of 2007.
Campaign related projects can
already be seen across campus, with
the construction of the new Diamond
Building, the Pulver Pavilion expansion to Cotter Union , the renovation of
the Roberts Union dining hall , the
construction of the Bill Alfond Turf
Field and the new Schair-SwensonWatson Alumni Center.
Additional projects, such as a new
performing arts center, a black box
theater and a new science building
will also be among the fruits of the
campaign. Ammons hopes that those
projects will be started before 2010.
Ammons said that the College
hopes to reach the SI33 million mark
by the October meetings of the Board
of Trustees. Ammons and his staff
give a report to the development committee and to the campaign cabinet ,
which is co-chaired by Bob Diamond
'79 and Larry Pugh '56, at each meeting of the Board.

Read more about
the State of the
College Address
on Page 2.

It would be
extremely beneficial to... open
channels of
communication
between all of
our leaders.
Tom Testo '07

SGA President

more connected with students than it
has in years past. He boasted SGA's
revamped Executive Board, specifi-

cally noting the appointment of SGA
veteran Michael Klaus '07. Testo also
proudly introduced SGA Treasurer
Michael Kiprop '07, Secretary
Nicholas Cade '08 and Webmaster
Courtney Goodie *07.
Though he sang SGA's praises for
most of his talk , Testo's ambitions for
student government remain multilateral in approach. "Miki and I realize that
student leadership at Colby does not
start and end with SGA," he said.
Getting team captains , head residents,
the Student Programming Board and
other club leaders to work together
more often would foster a stronger
leadership community, according to
Testo. "It would be extremel y beneficial to have some continuity and open
channels of communication between
all of our leaders."
Continued on Page 2

Lovejoy recipientportrayed in film shown on campus
By JOHN DeBRUICKER

Reaching the World; a Campaign for Colby still receiving high marks

that the coming year 's SGA will be
able to act more efficiently and stay

Last Sunday night, the Multicultura I
Affairs department gave students ant I
faculty a look into the life and work o f
Jerry Mitchell , winner of the College '!I
200o Elijah Pamsh Lovejoy award it t
Journalism. The screening of the filn i
Ghosts of Mississippi portrayj ;
Mitchell' s work in uncovering th< !
murder of civil rights leader Medgai
Evers in 1963.
Mitchell is the 54th recipient of
this annual award given to the journalist whose work most represents
Lovejoy 's commitment to courageous journalism. He will receive
the award this Sunday, Sept. 17, at 8
p.m. in Lorimer Chapel. At 4 p.m.
there will be a panel discussion on
'The Role of Journalism in
Reopening History " in Lovejoy 100.
Rob Reiner 's 1996 film, which
begins with the statement "this story i:;
true. " tells the story of Bobbj '
DeLaughter, the Jackson attorney whe i
defies his family, boss and societa I
pressures to reopen the case of Evers
murder. Mitchell' s writing in tht :
Clarion-Ledger, a Jackson daily news
paper , brings new attention to tht :
unjust way in which the murder sus
pect, Byron Dc La Beckwith , wa:i
tried. Beckwith had been tried twice it i

1964, both times by all-white juries
who arrived at mistrials. The governor
of a then segregationist Mississippi
was also seen in one of the earlier trials shaking hands with the defendant.
Mitchell , played by Jerry Levine,
hounds DeLaughter and encourages
him to pursue the case. After persistence from Evers 's widow Myrlie and
a period in which he begins to identify with the dead activist , DeLaughter
decides to investigate the almost thirty-year-old murder case. In spite of

Lovejoy Convocation
Sunday, Sept. 17
8 p.m.
Lorimer Chapel
resistance from his wife, in-laws and
numerous death threats, DeLaughter
procures the murder weapon and
speaks to an undercover FBI agent
who overheard Beckwith confess to
the murder at a Klu Klux Klan rall y.
When Myrlie produces the transcript
from one of the original trials, the case
goes to court and the jury, which in
1994 consists of eight blacks and four
whites, convicts Beckwith and sen-

Dustin Hilt '08
discusses the
Maine gubernatorial race on Page 4.

tences him to life in jail.
Throughout the story line , Mitchell
appears as a guardian of social justice
and retribution. His writing is hugely
influential on the minds of the other
characters. Public op inion in the film
seems to be shaped by no other factor
than his articles , which both question
DeLaughter 's motives and point him
in the right direction. Alec Baldwin 's
DeLaughter refers to Mitchell as a
"loose cannon ," but clearly holds a
hig h respect for the power of his pen.
"Jerry Mitchell speaks to the world ,"
he says.
Beckwith died in prison January
21 , 2001 , and was one of four
Klansmen convicted on account of
Mitchell' s investigation; he also
exposed murderers Bobby Cherry,
Imperial Wizard Sam Bowers and
Edgar Ray Killen. Each case had
long been suspended before he
brought them back to the limelight.
A Pulitzer Prize finalist , he frequently appears on CNN and was awarded
the John Chancellor Award for excellence in Journalism from Columbia
University, widely regarded as the
best Journalism school in the country.
The Lovejoy Award selection committee admired him for the impact of his
work , particularl y considering the
Clarion-Ledger 's relativel y small circulation .

Who's the authority on forty ounces
to freedom? Find
out on Page 6.
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Farnham Writers ' Center under new leadershi p
By CHELSEA EAK1N
FEATURES EDITOR

The Farnham Writers ' Center is
under new leadership this year with
intenm Director Ron DePctcr filling
in for Tracy Hamler Carnck, who is on
sabbatical Emilic Coulson '06 has
replaced Aimee Jack '04 as assistant
director.
Originall y from South Portland ,
Maine . DePetcr attended Florida State
University for his undergraduate and
graduate education. He first got interested in writing during a freshman
English course in college.
"My professor read one of my
papers aloud and it was a turning point
for me," DePcter said. "I was sitting

there dripping sweat and apparently he
thought it was good. It was a key
moment when I recognized that I may
have something that was worth pursuing "
DePeter has been teaching English
and writing for fifteen years and most
recently served as director of the
Writing Center at Salem College in
North Carolina for three years.
The position of assistant director
has traditionally been filled by a
recent alumnus of the College.
Coulson , an Eng lish major and former
tutor for the Writer 's Center, was
interested in the position but wasn 't
sure if she wanted to do it on
Mayflower Hill. "I realized that you
can 't find this position anywhere else
as a recent college grad," Coulson
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College committee appointments
2006-07
Academic Affairs:
Patrick Sanders
Mark Biggar
Caitlin Gallagher
Nicholas Cade.
Administrative
Affairs:
Jamie Warner

Kathenne Gotbunova

Liza Comeau.

Admissions and
Financial Aid:
Jani jung
Anna Czechowski
Sarah Faasse
Chris Appel
AthleticAdvisory:
Anne Mears
Tom Milaschewski
Tyler Plourde
Bob Brady
College Affairs:
Katherine Boyce
Jeffrey Mullins
Meghan Church
Brett McNeice
Michael Klaus
Cultural Events:
David Brand
Julie Allen
Sam Hoff
Tyler Reissmann

Financial Priorities:
Trevor Hardy
Steve Frechette
Tim Williams
Healthcare Advisory:
Zach Haas
Jessie Kaplan
Cary Finnegan
Madeline Ragan
Independent Study:
Danny Epstein
Shirmila Cooray
Patrick Boland
Information
Technology:
Charles Frederick
Josh Sadownik
Andrew Chrene
Library:
Samantha Rose
Jake Leiby
Multicultural Affairs:
Hillary Smith
Sally Drescher
Off-Campus Study:
Leanne Powers
Karli Gasteazoro
Race and Racism:
Joel Pitt
Margaret Martei

Over 120 students app lied.

Interim Director Ron DePetcr and new Assistant Director Emilie Coulson

said. She decided to jump at the about engaging with the local community. In addition to working with the
opportunity.
Both DePcter and Coulson are Waterville High School, the Writers'
Center
is starting to offer programs
looking forward to the year and to
working with the College and sur- with Kennebec Valley Community
rounding community. DePeter is look- College.
The Center has a bigger staff of stuing to increase awareness of the
Writers ' Center services to ensure that dent tutors than they have in the past,
employing
twenty-eight tutors. "We
le
know
what
the
center
has
to
peop
have
a
offer.
diverse staff
"Friendly and supportwith differive " are some adjectives
ent majors
DePcter uses to describe the
and different
Center. "It 's a free zone. It 's
personalities
not about grading and not
and learning
about evaluation-it 's really
styles," says
safe in that way."
DePeter.
"When you think of stu"This is bendents tutoring other students
eficial to the
you may think 'oh, it 's for
student body
remedial
which is also
help ' or
Emily Coulson '06
v e r y
you go if
Asst. Director, Writers ' Center
diverse."
y o u ' re
Coulson
stupid or
a
bad
looks
forward
to
writer ,"
says Coulson. "The being in a community of people who
Writers ' Center is love writing. "This kind of environfor anyone and ment , with students and professors all
everyone , in any around me pursuing new writing prosubject and at any jects, is very motivating and makes me
level. Even the best want to keep up my own writing." She
writer in the world is also excited about living in
can benefit from Waterville as a non-Colby student for
having someone to once.
share their writing
In his spare time DePeter enjoys
with."
writing creative nonfiction and fiction
Both DePetcr and and riding his bike. Asked what he
06.
Coulson are excited missed most about Maine during his
years away DePeter responded "The
crispness of the weather, regularity of
the seasons, and snow-all that good
stuff that I romantically pine for from
childhood. "
focus of which wilt be the transition
Students can choose to visit the
from high school to Colby, and the
Writer 's Center on a regular basis by
transition from Colby to the rest of the
enrolling in EN 112 or stopping by durworld. Adams was also pleased to
ing office hours. Appointments can
announce that the College has reached
also be made ahead of time online.
the half-way point in its fundraising
More information can be found at
campaign, having raised $133 million
http://www.colby.edu/writers.center/.
on the way to S23S million.
The Board of Trustees, wanting to
create a deeper bond with the students, the board has agreed to sponsor
a Fall Ball , which Adams called "a
very upscale event with a very hot
dance band." It seems the administration. SGA , and their students, arc connecting better all the time.

The Writers '
Cen' 2r is for
anyone and
everyone, in any
subject and at
any level.

ADDRESS: President and SGA heads excited for the comingyear
Continued From Page I
Starr then spoke on some of the
issues SGA has already begun grappling with this year. The possibility of
an honor code was discussed last year
but never really got the exposure that
the SGA wanted it to have. The SGA
plans to reopen dialogue regarding the
honor code with students so that they
can act with the whole school in mind.
If one is drafted , it would be subject to
a vote by faculty and students, and it

[The Fall Ball
will be] a very
upscale event
with a very hot
dance band.

campus's renovations "long overdue."
Longer term plans, between five
and ten years in the future , include
renovating the Roberts Row residence
halls , adding a new science building,
redesigning Mayflower Hill Drive,
and converting Roberts Union to a
residence hall. North Street hill , "that
horrible, descending, pile of rubble,"
will be repaved this spring.
Reconstructing Mayflower Hill drive
will feature "lots of very dramatic
landscaping features," including formal entrances to the campus which
will not only improve the campus's
appearance but also make it safer.
Adams boasted additions to the

The Lovejoy
Convocation is
this Sunday at 8
p.m. in the
Lorimer Chapel.
It is a truly special event and
should not be
missed.
Earlier that
day, there will
be a panel discussion in
Lovejoy 100 at 4
p.m. entitled
"The Role of
Journalism in
Re-opening
History."

William D. Adams
President

would need approval from both for it
to pass, according to Adams.
The President 's portion of the
address outlined as many campus
topics as did last week's edition of
the Echo. He formally introduced
new Vice President for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students Jim
Terhune, discussed the progress of President Adams speaks at the State of the College address on Sept. 12.
the renovation to Cotter Union and
the construction of the Diamond
Building and praised the diversity of academic programs, including the hirthe Class of 2010. Adams mentioned ing of a scholar of Islam to the history
that Cotter 's new Pulver Pavilion will department , and two new positions in
eventuall y house the school's book- mathematics and international studies.
store, which is news since the last The College is undergoing its ten year
construction update. Adams called the reaccreditation process, the principle
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College remembers September 11th, five years later

Who 's Who
Tom Testo '07

When he isn't busy working with
SGA, Tom enjoys spending time
with his roommate . Matt Wahl *07.
"We've bonded together over the
You've read his e-mails and likely past three years and it's a beautiful
seen his face, but who is the man thing," he says, smiling. He can also
behind the audibly pleasing name be found "making beautiful music
Tom Testo '07?
with Dylan Harrison-At las '07"
Following two years of working playing the guitar.
with the Student Government
Testo is a big fan of motor sports
Association as a dorm president and and auto maintenance. "Formula I is
secretary, Testo will be stepping up my thing," he laughs. Since high
to serve as SGA
school he's been
President
this
buying old cars, fixyear.
ing them up and
Testo first got
selling them. "I
involved
with
have a disgusting
SGA at the end of
thing
for
his freshman year
Volkswagens."
when he decided
A lover of anito run for Averill
mals, Testo also
Dorm President.
enjoys
spending
"I felt a unique
quality time with his
and strong bond
nearly forty-pound
to my fellow resicat, Mr. Kittums.
dents and I wantTesto spent the
Tom Testo '07
ed to learn about
summer working at
President, SGA
the system and
a produce stand sellthought that the
ing fruits and vegability of students to make change on etables outside and building a
the campus was great," Testo said.
recording studio in his basement
"My main goal this year is to with two friends. Following gradua'
make sure that the Presidents
tion he hopes to return home and
Council has all of the resources they convince his friends to work in the
need to respond quickly and effec- recording studio full time.
tivel y to the concerns of the students.
His status as SGA president does
Students need to know that we can not affect the way Testo carries himTesto
said,
joking
that
self.
Noting that it probably should
do anything,"
he's kicked into PR mode.
he laughed and said "I'm pretty
Another goal Testo has is to much the same fun-loving Tom
increase interaction between student Testo."
leaders in the athletic realm and stuLooking back on his years at on
dent leaders elsewhere on cam. is. campus Testo claims to have zero
"When people think of leaders they regrets. His advice to incoming firstthink of SPB or HRs but I feel like years? "Join SGA and don 't ever
no one thinks of team captains who mess with Matt Wahl."
go through all the same stuff we do
every day in terms of working with
people," Testo said.
By CHELSEA EAKIN
FEATURES EDITOR

My main goal
this year is to
make sure that
the Presidents *
Council has all
of the resources
they need...
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Students gather on the academic quad f o r the lowering of the American f l ag in commemoration of the attacks on September 11, 2001.

Listen up: Podcasts inform prospective students ,
alumni and parents alike about campus issues
By CHELSEA EAKIN
FEATURES EDITOR

If you are sick of reading about life
on campus do not fret - you now have
the option of listening instead.
The Communications Office has
recently launched Inside Colby, a new
audio podcast with episodes intended
to give a student perspective on life at
the College. The office hired recent
graduate Emily Judem '06 to organize
and produce the show, which comes
out with a new episode every other
Thursday.
A podcast is an audio program that is
distributed via the Internet through an
RSS (Really Simple Syndication) feed.
You can visit www.colby.edu/podcast
to listen to current episodes or subscribe to the podcast through Ifunes or
similar programs. Once a user subscribes, new episodes are automatically
downloaded to his/her computer when
they become available.
"Blogs and podcasts have been
cropping up throughout higher education ," Director of Communications
Stephen Collins said. "As a technical

matter our office decided this is some- "What is one thing thai Colby should
thing that the College needed to get have that it 's missing?" Answers
ranged from an outdoor swimming
into."
"This is very new and cutting edge pool to an archeology department
Each episode hasa featurestory with
so it *s exciting," Judem, who has been
at the College over
topics ranging from
the summer brainsocial trends ai the
storming
story
College tr> community
ideas and getting
wr
¦**+*.-> "TV;
the project rolling,
--o» ID bmg out
different things about
said. "It 's cool
Cofcy thai might not be
because it 's really
»idel> known," says
my project.. [The
Communications
Judem. The
first
Office]
doesn 't
episode featured a story
on the vibrant and
influence ideas or
the stories; it just
growing African comruns out of their
munity at the College.
office. "
Emily Judem '06 Future episodes include
The episodes
Podcast Producer
stones on COOT, the
range trom n>-i>
construction oi me
Pulver Pavilion and
minutes and are
divided into three sections. The show Poets Rest at Dawn, a poetry reading
begins with a short student survey, that takes place every Friday at midasking questions such as "What is night in Mary Low coffee house.
your biggest piece of advice to incomUnlike other forms of communicaing freshman?" Judem tries to get as tion , a podcast is extremely accessible
many different voices on the show as not only to Colby students but to facpossible. The first episode asked ulty, staff, parents, prospective stu-

The show aims
to bring out different things
about Colby
that might not
be widely
known.

dents and anyone else who has access
to the internet. Judem notes that this
fact also presents the challenge of creating a show that appeals to a wide
variety of individuals.
The Communications Office sees
the podcast as something capable of
expanding to other departments and
evolving into the development of
more blogs and forums for online discussion On the website anyone can
listen to the episode and then post a
comment, choosing to ;emain anonymous if they wish.
The show ends with highlighting
student work in the form of music,
poetry, short stories, or "anything else
people can think of and want to
share." Judem is always looking for
student participation and encourages
anyone to email story ideas or submit
their work to insidecolby@colby.edu.
Judem will continue to work with
the Communications Office through
Thanksgiving when the office will be
looking to hire more Colby students
to take over the production.

Tom Testo '07
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Opinions

Coming of age on September 11

EDITORIAL
We 've heard it before ,
just fix Frat-Row
During Tuesday 's State of the College address. President Adams
revealed plans to renovate the residence halls on Roberts Row one by
one within the next five to ten years.While we are happy to hear some
form of plans. 77ie Echo remembers hearing the same line at last year 's
State of the College and we ha\ c yet to see progress.
While we understand the College cannot do even thing—there are
several large-scale building projects underway already on Mayflower
Hill—we would like to see more attention given to the aging residence
balls on Roberts Row . Any student who has lived in (or even visited)
Treworgy. Drummond. Piper, Perkins-Wilson. Pierce. Grossman or
Goddard-Hodgkins know s that these residence halls are completely
outdated Compared with other, newer,residence halls, Roberts Row is
completely out of place and not up to the high standards the College
has set for the residential experience.
Tbe amount of construction on campus during the past few years
clearly demonstrates that the College is committed to upgrading
Mayflower Hill. However, there are places on this campus that do not
fit because they arc tired and worn from overuse Anyone who has had
to use the facilities outside of Miller 14 can attest to this. While any
new construction adds to the campus experience on Mayflow er Hill ,
focusing on residential life (such as the Pulver Pavilion and Roberts
Dining Hall renovations have done) has to take precedence because
these arc the most important items for students.
Housing is a clear problem on this campus that needs to be
addressed. There are too many students living off campus, including
those living in our own naughty nunnery, the Colby Gardens. The
College should striv: to avoid any off-campus residence halls in the
future. Renovating Roberts Row will address issues about the quality
of housing, but it will also most likely contribute to the bed problem
that is currently plaguing the school, since capacity will be cut to bring
the buildings to code. Therefore it is necessary for the College to build
a new residence hall or renovated Roberts Union , creating residential
space on the upper floors and activity space on the lower floors.
It was refreshing to hear about the College 's plans to renovate facilities that have a more direct impact on the rudimentary day-to-day
lives of the students, but it just seems like these plans are only mentioned to appeasestudent concern about insufficiencies that are voiced
year-to-year.
We are thrilled with the recently finished improvements, and those
that are still under construction. However, we simply see the need for
the bousing situation to be addressed before any more administrative
or classroom buildings are erected.

LETTER
tinobto
To the Colby community
I am sitting here at my temporary
locanon in Dana with a sad feeling in

my heart

Classes have recently begun and our
newly constructed, freshly painted and
tastefully decorated post office ha* been
vandalized
No. no one entered the inside office
(which is rented by the United States
Post Office and is under their authority i.
but someone removed one of the siKer
framed pictures adorning the lobby To
that person I say. if 1 bought your repu-

EVERYONE LOVES A
JERSEY GIRL

By SUZANNE MERKELSON
The World Trade Center collapsed
during my very first week of high
school I lived about twenty miles outside the city. I knew people who
worked in the twin towers or lived a
few blocks away. We could see the
smoke emanating from the wreckage
from the bleachers surrounding the
school track. Sports practices were cancelled due to fears of poor air quality.
And yet. I' ve found that this wasn't
c\en close to the fullest extent to
which September 11. 2001 would
affect me.
I don 't know how much of my life
was really ostensibly altered by that day
or the events-such as the creation of the
Department of Homeland Security or
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan-which
followed. Airplane security is tighter,
but 1 really don ' t fly all that much. The
spying condoned by the Patriot Act
wouldn 't really be all that interested in
my e-mails to Echo Editor-in-Chief
Ben Herbst. My mom rushed out and
created a safe room in the bathroom of
our basement dunng the anthrax threat ,
but I'm pretty sure every last can of
Campbell's stow ed under the sink has
been eaten in the comfort of our
kitchen, not in the bathtub While 1
sympathize with and support the troops
and their families. 1 don 't reallv know

•Allen LaPan. post master

Want your op inion
to be heard? Write
f or the Echo!

Because I identify Bush and his
politics as inherently "bad ," will I
ever be able to
accept a more
conservative
viewpoint on any
issue...?
my beliefs and views have been, in
large part, defined by everything that
has happened since that morning,
intervening with the overall direction
of my life. Would I be an International
Studies major if not for becoming
interested in the inequities of the
Western-dominated global political
economy after learning about the
plig ht of the people of Afghanistan
and Iraq? Would I really care all that
much about politics were it not for the
extreme and uncompromising partisan
policies of the Bush Administration?
On September 12. I (like most
Americans) felt decidedly more patriotic and proud to be American.

However, in the years that followed, I
find myself moving towards another
side of the spectrum Since starting
high school , I' ve had the opportunity
to travel and explore my native country; as a place, I can 't help but love
what I' ve seen (all that "purple mountains majesty" stuff...definitely true).
At the same time, 1 can 't help but
relate to a friend studying abroad in
South Africa and grappling with being
a politicall y-liberal American. Every
person she meets immediately
exclaims disgust for the US, and she
can 't help but agree.
Inevitabl y, the aftereffects of
September 11 polarized the nation ,
myself included. My political mind ,
fed off of history and journalism
classes and personal conversations
and reading, developed during this
period and I can 't help but wonder if it
has been irreversibly damaged.
Because I identify Bush and his politics as inherently "bad," will I ever be
able to accept a more conservative
viewpoint on any issue, regardless of
its relation to the war or foreign policy in general? I understand that the
only way that the United States can
move forward is with bipartisan cooperation in both the government and
among citizens. Still , I find it difficult
to theoretically compromise any of
my very liberal convictions.
In 2009, just around the time I graduate college, a new presidential
administration will begin its regime.
Yet, I don 't know how or if this will
change my politics , and on a larger
scale, the schism of politics across the
nation. September 11 , 200 1 has lasted
much longer than twenty-four hours,
or even eight years.

Rocky path for Woodcock in Maine

By DUSTIN HILT

tation for the tiny cost of that picture,
then 1 got a bargain. I hope you enjoy
the picture You know, if you really
needed something for your wall. 1 surely would have given you a few bucks to
b > something at the poster sale
Please realize that this theft cannot be
blamed on first years or COOT leaders
as they w ere all away at the time of the
theft So that casts suspicion on individuals to whom Colby has entrusted the
safety and security of the campus living
space It is regretful when it becomes
necessary to nail down everything in
public areas

anyone serving in the military. And
while 1 worry about another terrorist
attack, most of the people closest to me
no longer work in lower Manhattan.
Dunng my frequent visits to the city.
I' ve found that it reall y isn 't very scary;
in fact. I strongl y considered attending
school there.
However , no matter how normal
things seem, 1 am still a member of the
September 11 generation. So much of

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This summer. State Senator
Chandler Woodcock won the
Republican Gubernatorial Primary by
presenting himself as the most conservative candidate hoping to face
incumbent Democrat Governor John
Baldacci in November. Woodcock's
far-right stance on a number of issuesnamely abortion and gay rights-fired
up the base and allow ed him to benefit from the last minute voter turnout
efforts of reli gious organizations like
the Maine Jeremiah Project , headed
by a former Woodcock staffer.
However, Woodcock quickl y realized the dangers of following the same
course of action during the general
election in such a moderate state and
is now desperatel y trying to present
himself as a mainstream candidate.
Unfortunately for Woodcock, the truth
ultimately lies in his record.
For examp le. Woodcock worked
extensively to stop a law to extend basic
protections to homosexuals living in
Maine. When the law was brought
before the Maine State Legislature, he
voted against it. Furthermore, when the
same law was brought up as a people's
referendum. Woodcock stood with

Michael Heath to see that the law was
defeated. Just months ago. at his party's
convention in Augusta. Woodcock
could be found charging up his base by
proclaiming that he was "opposed to
special rights!" It is hard to imagine
that a Woodcock gubernatorial administration would be willing to stop any
proposed changes that would make firing an employee or denying someone a
loan because of sexual orientation perfectly legal.

...it is my hope
that the Colby
community will
wake up and
take notice of
what both candidates represent
for our own sauce
and the sake of
Maine's future.
Woodcock has promised Maine 's
insurance lobby that he will end a program that provides health insurance to
thousands of Maine residents. When
Baldacci passed Dirigo Health a few
years ago, it was heralded as one of the
top innovations in government nationwide. DirigoChoice allows Mainers to
buy insurance from private companies
and, according to a scale formula .

receive a "state buy-in" to fully cover
plan costs. The program now covers
18,000 Mainers. Woodcock voted for
Dirigo, but now wants to let it wither
on the vine.
The list of Woodcock's extremist
positions goes on and on-he worked
against raising the minimum wage
twice, plans to push the teaching of certain religious views in Maine schools,
and has proven time and time again
that he is grossly out of touch with the
youth of our nation. According to a
Lewiston Sun Journal article in January
of 2003, Woodcock angrily opposed a
Maine State Senate resolution that
expressed doubts over the Iraq War.
Woodcock said he was "offended" by
the measure. Of course, now that millions have been spent and too many
Mainers have died, Woodcock doesn't
talk about Iraq.
The election between Baldacci and
Woodcock will happen in a matter of
weeks. In the meantime, it is my hope
that the Colby community will wake up
and take notice of what both candidates
represent for our own sake and the sake
of Maine's future. It 's a question of
direction. Do we want to move forward
with Baldacci, a man who is working to
invest in community colleges and public
land, working to protect civil rights, and
standing up to the Bush Administration?
Or do we want an ideologue like
Woodcock whose political life has been
marked by pessimism on the economy
and intolerance? By this November, I
hope you do everything you can to educate yourself and help take a stand
against Woodcock.

Invasion of the four
buses: Its foliage time
I'M NEVER GOING TO RETIRE
By C.W, BASSETT

Thanks to the patience of a fine
new Echo staff , Bassett is back for the
fourth consecutive year. I comment
on what interests me-locally, nationally, even internationally. I won't be
serious most of the time.
Many New Englanders gauge the
approach of autumn by mooning over
the crisp reds and yellows dominating
the local foliage. People who live in
Waterville full-time are particularly
adept at predicting the season's change
because our trees begin changing color
in late August. When you're reading
this column in mid-September, tour
buses are beginning to appear on local
roads. And their passengers will take
up every seat at Applebee's.
Bus-vehement Maine tourists seem
to fight over which bus can stop earliest so that the aging passengers can
get first dibs on the broccoli pizza.
Once this weekend I saw a tour bus
pull into the Wendy 's on Upper Maine
Street at 2:00 pm. A snack? Who
knew? I decided to check out the elder
invasion. Hey, everyone was having
the salad bar except for two old guys
at the comer table defying their false
teeth by eating fat-intensive beef-andcheese concoctions.

...tour buses are
beginning to
appear on local
roads. And their
passengers will
take up every
seat at
Applebee 's.
I sat at one of the few empty chairs
nearby. "Little late for lunch?" I ventured. "Oh, this is dinner," one geezer
responded , his ageist caution perhaps
lessened by my own snowy hair. "We
stop every day around this time so we
don 't have to wait to be served."
"What time," I choked , "is breakfast?" "Usually about six." "In the
morning?" I asked. "Except where
there's a 24-hour McDonald's; then
we're there at 4:30, 5:00 o'clock."
Turn all of this over in your mind.
The autumn fogs suffuse the forest
until mid-moming when the flaming
oaks and maples appear. Just when
the photo-taking gets good-10:00
a.m.-it 's time for lunch at a place that
the bus driver knows in Blue Hill , a
town so beautiful and non-tour bus
that passengers are warned not to go
to the bathroom alone, even at Arby's.
Obviously, platoons of the after-70
crowd seem to thrive on this rigorous
schedule, not unlike the one that our
Iraq-bound soldiers keep in boot
camp. On the other hand, most of the
old guys fought in WW II or Korea
and know the drill. The ladies (not
"women" in this crowd) adapt easily,
having spent more years than they'd
care to admit feeding children and
their men in the dawn's early light.
Admittedly, the ladies don 't have to
Continued on Page 5

Students on the Street
How are you plannin g to celebrate the end of the f i r s tf ull week of classes?

"I'll try to relive Loudness."

-Peter Steinour 07

"I'll have a relaxing evening under the stars."

—Peter Raymond 09

"We will go on a romantic getaway to scenic
Lewiston."

— Liz Doran '09 and Kelly Schauwecker '09

"Wait, classes started?"

—TaraAllain '08 and Jenny Rutherford '08

Conspiracies and the loss of American conf idence Next stage in equality for damsels and knights

By ZACH HAAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

September 11th, 2001 will indubitably be remembered as a date thai
catalyzed major domestic movements
in America. Security was supposed to
be revamped (or at least there was the
illusion), Americans with possible
malevolent intentions could be spied
on (but most were not), and a newer,
stronger United States was to emerge
(with or without the support of its
"allies"). Rather than the planned
spawn of internal revolution, however, what mostly developed was the
adjustment of the American attitude.
Five years after the American people
stood arm in arm in the streets condemning hate and promising justice,
we scom those carrying out the missions most vital to our most earnest
ambitions.
The adjustment of the American
attitude can be perceived most palpably through the allegations of a
U.S. funded and supported 9/II.

Now when someone feels the
approach of a banal political conversation , Washington is usually
brushed off nonchalantly as a lost
cause and a veritable chasm of graft
and misguided demagoguism. The
result of the alleged White House
buffoonery ls-or at least the supporters of a 9/11 conspiracy
claim-that
corrupt politicizing
has
formed
the
underpinning
for
international distrust
and
domestic
shenanigans the likes
of Lebanon and the
Katrina disaster. Is
global altruism and
humane efficacy simply in a slump or
does the world's finger have the justification to point at
Uncle Sam for programs, carried out
with an honest conscience, that were
twisted by a biased media geared at
plundering the American reputation?
Notwithstanding one's opinions on
the adroitness of the GOP, I find the
argument of a 9/11 cover up and conspiracy to be of a nature so vile that it
encumbers me to contemplate it, and

I find it to be the embodiment of the
new American standpoint. This
author finds the contention that 9/11
was staged by U.S. government masterminds to be at the very least
sophism and, as a corollary, almost
treason. Where is our compassion?
Our empathy? Our sense of reason
and patriotism?
Some of the
more popular and
irrational theories are that the
Trade
Towers
were built invincible and could
only be brought
down with surreptitious gove r n m e n t
involvement, and
secondly
that
photographic
evidence shows
clearly that there were explosions
after the initial planes crashed and
before the buildings collapsed, meaning that explosions wired within the
walls of the towers actually caused
their collapse. Firstly, the GOP would
not stage a catastrophe in order to
fabricate a reason to go to war in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The pre-Iraq

I find the argument of a 9/11
cover up and
conspiracy to be
of a nature so
vile that it
encumbers me to
contemplate it...

America was one of great confidence
and stability, both economic and
political , and the government would
not sacrifice that solace to carry out a
vendetta against Saddam Hussein.
Additionally, the Towers were far
from invincible and were actually
scheduled for a massive overhaul in
the year 2007. Next , how can any
person with a cerebrum believe a
group of sinister, invisible conservatives marched undetected into the
towers and rigged the walls with
explosives, without anyone seeing or
reporting suspicious behavior, and so
that they would not explode during
the initial plane crash?
Too much effort today is spent finding ways to be gloomy and negative,
and it is very easy with turmoil
throughout Africa, ubiquitous terrorism and an unfortunate quagmire in
Iraq. However, the neo-liberalism of
today reeks of anti-patriotism, and
half-baked accusations of foul play in
the 9/11 tragedy should be considered
especially troublesome in the equation , especially in the wake of its
anniversary, and also because the loss
of the innocent victims is being overshadowed by impassioned yet empty
rhetoric from the masses.

Defeat in victory: Comments on the CT Senate race

By ADAM MARVIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On August 8th, 2006, political neophyte Ned Lamont defeated threeterm incumbent Joe Lieberman in the
Connecticut Democratic Primary for
U.S. Senate. The DNC stood by,
watching idly as one of its longestserving and most respected members
was deprived of the Democratic nomination in a most humiliating fashion.
None of Lamont's progressive supporters seemed to notice Karl Rove
smiling in the political shadows. Here
are three reasons why Republicans are
celebrating the latest Democratic electoral faux pas.
First, Lamont is a remarkably substandard candidate. He lacks any semblance of the credentials needed for
state-wide office , with his political
experience limited to eight years as a
town selectman in Greenwich and an

unsuccessful bid for state senate.
Lamont's biography reads like that of
a mildly under-qualified candidate for
state legislature, contrasting sharply
with Lieberman 's extensive and distinguished political
career. Combined
with his laughable
attempt at a platform encompassing
something
other than kneejerk opposition to
the War in Iraq,
Lamont's lack of
meaningful experience will be
enough to convince centrist voters to stick with
the
incumbent
they know and
love. Single-issue candidates are great
propaganda tools, but their allure fades
as voters become aware of their obvious inability to effectively represent
their constituents
Second, Ned Lamont's large following in the Democratic Party will have
negative consequences for Democratic

candidates in more conservative states.
Lamont, and others of his ideological
ilk, are too far left to appeal to moderate voters, doubly so to those in red and
battleground states. Recall that the
National Committee
for an Effective
Congress,
which
rates
all
Congressmen on a
100-point
scale
based on the consistency of their liberal
votes, gave "Bushlover"
Joe
Lieberman a score of
90
in
2005 .
Incidentally, this was
the same score
received by Mike
Michaud, the Maine
U.S. Representative
reelected in 2004 with the backing of
Colby's League of Progressive Voters.
Lamont sits comfortably to the left of
the 90% mark along with Senators
Boxer, Durbin, and Kennedy. In the
process of their vicious ideological
purification campaign, the progressive
activists in Connecticut are initiating a

If only the
Republicans
could locate
another disaffected Democratic
senator who feels
he has been abandoned by his own
party.

shift to the left that, if successful,
would ensure decisive Republican victories in Ohio, Florida, and other swing
states for years to come.
Third , Ned Lamont will lose the
general election. Yes, he won the
Democratic vote by a slim margin, but
Lieberman will be much stronger
amongst unaffiliated and Republican
voters. I have yet to see a poll indicating a Lamont lead, while most of the
data indicates Lieberman 's advantage
is anywhere between two and twelve
percent. Hardly a runaway victory, but
Lamont has already played both his
cards: anti-war fervor and Lieberman's
"Judas Kiss." Now that it has been
shown those ploys convinced only a
meager majority of registered
Democrats, Lamont is left without the
tools needed to curry favor with moderate voters.
On a side note, those who follow
politics closely will no doubt remember the spectacle of Zell Miller speaking at the Republican National
Convention. If only the Republicans
could locate another disaffected
Democratic senator who feels he has
been abandoned by his own party.

What 's in a name?: Misnomers and Serbian nationalism
By MILAN BABDC
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I came to America from my native
Czech Republic when I was sixteen
Some things have changed since then.
When asked, "What 's up?" I no longer
turn my sights to the heavens, gaze
searchingly at the clouds, and finally
reply, "The sky." Other things, however, have remained the same, such as
my name, more precisely the apparent
ambiguity surrounding its correct
English spelling and pronunciation. It
continues to puzzle people and fill
their cheeks with embarrassment.
Since I landed at Newark Airport in
September 1995, "Milan Babik" has
been slaughtered in forty-seven different ways, what must be one of the
longest and most creative serial murders in history. Against all odds, I am
still here, rising after each new assassination like a phoenix from a pile of
ashes. My all-time favorite alter ego is
"Milan Babique.** It makes me feel
French, like my wife's perfume.
Given all this trouble, it should
come as no surprise that I took matters
into my own hands when J introduced
myself to students taking my GO 131
International Relations class this fall. I
would act preemptively, I thought, and
highlight the intricacies of my name in
a particularly threatening fashion. My
students would walk away fortified
against error once and for all. Hence
my opening words to them went
somewhat as follows:
"My name is Milan Babik. Please
do not confuse this with 'Milan
Babic ' It is only a minor difference in
spelling, but a tremendous one in
character, or at least I would like to
think this. Milan Babic, as you may
know, was a notorious Serb nationalist
and an associate of Slobodan
Milosevic, Ratko Mladic , and other
murderers involved in the recent
genocide in the Balkans. Babic was

captured, brought to the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia, and charged with crimes
against humanity. So beware: If you
give me his name I will do as you
please. I will assume his personality
and deal with you the way he dealt
with Bosnijaks at Srebrenica: have
you shot."
It was Sir Marrack Goulding, former
Undersecretary of the United Nations
and nowadays Warden of St. Antony's
College in Oxford, who first pointed out
to me the near identity of Milan Babik
with Milan Babic. When I entered his
apartment to attend a reception for graduate students
a few years
back .
Sir
Marrack
greeted me
with the discreet remark,
"You must be
related
to
Babic," casually handed
me a glass of
wine,
and
immediately
proceeded to
tell me about
him in great
detail. I made
several attempts to dissociate myself
from Babic and his sick deeds, but Sir
Marrack was too absorbed in his story to
pay me any attention. In the end, it was
best to let him speak. His story was
highly interesting. It turned out that he
knew Babic in person. As a special UN
envoy sent to the Balkans to negotiate
with the Serb strongmen, Sir Marrack
sat with Babic at one table, exchanged
cordial words, and had time to make a
mental note of Babic 's dominant personal characteristic: superb intellect. It
was this intelligence and cunning, I suspect, that ultimately doomed Sir
Marrack's attempts at a diplomatic solu-

tion to the Balkan crisis and reintroduced genocide in Europe. The UN
went to the Balkans snarling and threatening to bite Babic with its supposedly
sharp teeth, but Babic extracted them
one after another. He was, after all, a
dentist by training.
By using Sir Marrack's insight on
the first day of classes, I hoped to scare
my students into pronouncing my name
with exactitude or perhaps even dropping my class altogether, which would
reduce my grading burden and bring me
closer to the ideal situation of getting
paid for nothing. Unfortunately, I did
not achieve either of the desired effects.
Even more students showed
up for the second session,
and one of them promptly
sent me an e-mail message
with the salutation, "Dear
Professor Babic." None of
this, however, disturbed me
as much as the realization
that suddenly dawned on
me a few days later that all
along, I might have been
wrong about the relationship between Babic and
Babik to begin with.
It occurred to me
when I turned on the TV late
one night and noticed that
the Discovery Channel was
airing a documentary about Srebrenica.
Emaciated Bosnijaks standing behind
barbed wires; women and children
being separated from men, hoarded onto
buses, and driven away; jovial Mladic
strolling victoriously through an empty,
cleansed village; aerial shots of mass
graves at Potocari; forensic archeologists digging out human skeletons-I had
seen the images numerous times and
yet, once again, they brought me to a
complete, stupefying standstill. This is
Yugoslavia, I reminded myself anew
that night, the sunny country where I,
along with my family and millions of
others from all over the former East

"My name is
Milan Babik, and
although I would
like you to distinguish me from
Milan Babic, a
Serb nationalist..., it is, after
all, only a one-letter difference."

Bloc, vacationed in my youth. This is a
Zhiguli, my hand pointed at the car next
to Mladic, exactly like the one that used
to stand in our garage. These people
dress the same, live in the same brick
houses with verandas, and speak a language so close to my native one that I
can comprehend them, victims and perpetrators alike, without any subtitles.
Yes, the reason why Srebrenica continues to frighten me so much is that it
could easily be Sumperk, my hometown. Images of the Balkan genocide
simply afford me none of the comforts
(pardon my language) associated with
representations of Auschwitz, to which
Srebrenica is often compared. Unlike
Auschwitz, carefully cordoned off in the
monochromatic realm of bygone events
labeled as "history," Srebrenica is alive,
here and now, part and parcel of my
world and memory.
What , then, is the actual distance
between Babik and Babic , Sumperk
and Srebrenica, Western civility and
Balkan-style murder? I do not know
the answer, but I have the uneasy feeling that Babic and Babik are two sides
of the same coin, and at any rate a lot
closer than I told my students. At the
very least, I should have chosen my
words more carefully:
"My name is Milan Babik , and
although I would like you to distinguish me from Milan Babic, a Serb
nationalist responsible for hundreds of
deaths, it is, after all , only a one-letter
difference."

By KRIS MIRANDA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

"Chivalry is dead." We've all heard
it before , usually spoken with bitterness or exasperation . The general
belief seems to be thai chivalry and
men 's equitable treatment of women
are mutually exclusive. But when you
get down to it , wasn 't chivalry originally born largely of the notion that
Woman is a fragile creature incapable
of fending for herself, useful only
insofar as she serves Man as trophy
and doll? I get the feeling that for a
knight an attractive lady friend was an
extra status symbol ,
not a partner.
Even if I' m wrong
about historical chivalry (I'm sure there were
exceptions),
things
like holding doors
open and pulling out
your date's chair seem
to suggest that the gal
in question is overly
delicate, or perhaps a
bit lazy. Generally
speaking,
Woman
should be treated as
's
Man equal, not as a
child or superior.
Often , fictional stories we tell reflect
attitudes we really do have toward our
subjects. With TV characters like Kara
"Starbuck" Thrace of "Battlestar
Galactica," Sidney Bristow of "Alias,"
and the eponymous lead of "Veronica
Mars," we've seen that empowerment,
in a sense hitherto considered the
exclusive province of men, can be at
least as meaningful to women as some
guy politely holding doors open.
Power and autonomy are certainly
more interesting than dependence,
right? Just as certainly, many men will
find a smart, strong, self-sufficient
woman a more engaging companionromantic or otherwise-than your typical damsel in distress. Not all, I know.

But if enough women leave behind
damsel-ism, those other men will be
forced to come around. Even if they
don 't , why should women content
themselves with relying on them?
Not that there 's anything wrong
with anyone holding doors open for
anyone else. But I reject the idea that
men should hold doors for women
simply because they 're women And if
a woman wants to get into a building,
why should she wait for a man to let
her in? Why not consider such men to
be condescending bastards?
Also, why shouldn't a woman hold
a door for her friends- male or otherwise-once in awhile? And why
shouldn 't men hold doors for each
other? Gender should be irrelevant to
the most important aspect of true
chivalry: as a friend put it , treating
everyone else better than you treat
yourself. Seeing who gets to hold the
door has become an
unspoken competition between another friend and me,
and not because
we're romantically
interested in each
other. Rather, I
think it 's because
we both feel strongly about being Good
Guys, if possibly for
different reasons,
and door-holding is
an admittedly minor
but obvious way to
do it. In a similar
vein , someone who helps a crutchbound woman cross a slippery street
should be willing to do the same for a
crutch-bound man.
Gender equality should mean just
that; chivalry, in the sense that I' m
discussing, is about the special treatment of one party, deemed fragile and
relatively helpless, at the expense of
the other 's submission. It 's demeaning
to both men and women.
Politeness, courtesy, etiquette-they
can all stay. For a knightly code that
doesn't have [as much?] gender baggage, maybe we should examine
bushido. But for everyone's sake, we
must let condescending WomanNeeds-Man "chivalry" die.

For a knightly
code that doesn't have [as
much?] gender
baggage, maybe
we shouid
examine bushido.

On the Postal Services monopoly on mail

By ELYSE APANTAKU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The United States Postal Service is
a govemment-run monopoly. There
are a group of laws called the Private
Express Statures which make it "'legal
for persons other than postal service
agents to deliver mail to your private
mail box and grants the Postal Service
a statutory-a legally sanctionedmonopoly on the delivery of nonurgent mail. I was under the
impression that the government has
supported fair business practices since
Congress passed the Sherman
Antitrust Act in 1890, yet, in the
of
instance
the
USPS, this law does
not seem like it 's fair.
The government
may claim that a
statutory monopoly
is appropriate in the
mail delivery industry because it can
ensure service to
routes that would not
be served in a free market and the
operating costs of the USPS is such
that it makes sense for it to operate on
a nation-wide scale. However, the
government, as a whole, seems large
and clumsy and I have a natural.
American suspicion of the federal
government so I am wont to assume
that the government is probably not
the best organization to trust with the
swift and cost effective delivery of my
first class mail.
FedEx is a good example of a private corporation that provides a similar service and proves that the

government sanctioned USPS may
not be the best option for the mailreceiving public. The Private Express
Statures allow businesses other than
the Postal Service to deliver
"extremely urgent mail." I would
wager that FedEx does its job better
than the Postal Service because it is
run by people who want to make
money by making their customers
happy. Private mail delivery services
are not part of a massive bureaucracy
grown lazy on taxpayer dollars.
My limited understanding from my
high school economics class has led
me to believe that competition in the
market is a good thing. Opening the
mail delivery market to competition
would not hurt. If the realm of mail
delivery is best suited to monopoly,
then so be it. The USPS already operates in the market so it would have the
advantage and it would maintain its
dominance in the market. If my suspicion about government inefficiency is
correct then the
USPS will go out of
business and the
Amencan economy
will become one
step closer to free
market perfection.
I realize that the
USPS will never go
away-no matter how inefficient I may
think it is-because the government runs
the USPS, and government never gets
any smaller. My postman is a very nice
fellow who never fails to deliver
despite rain, sleet, snow, etc. The USPS
also provides a valuable service to rural
places which would probably suffer
from reduced service or prohibitively
expensive fees if the mail market were
opened up So, despite my silly little
argument, perhaps it is better that the
USPS does not become a victim of the
free market.

Opening the mail
delivery market
to competition
would not hurt.

BASSETT: The tourhuslifestylerequiresan earlyriser, powerfulalarm
Continued From Page 4

spit-shine their shoes, but they would
if that were a requirement for women.
I' m 74 these mornings and will
probably succumb to pressure to take

a bus to Kentucky or Utah or Oregon
one day soon. I'm not positive when
tour-bus season starts in these outlaying wonders, but I have a powerful
alarm clock ready for basic tourist
hours (five to five). And they 're showing When Harry Met Sally on BUS
TV today. If I could cet the breakfast

cheese out of my dentures, it couldn 't
get any better than this.

Enjoy the
nice weather!

Arts & Entertainment

An interview with the band that kicked-off Loudness , State Radio

this week
FRIDAY, SEPT. 15
¦Mary Low Coffee House
Grand Opening
9 p.ro.
Man Low Coffeehouse
SATURDAY, SEPT. 16
• Music at Colby: The Strider
Concert
with
Matt
Haimovitz (cello)
7:30 pjn.
Lorimer Chapel
SUNDAY, SEPT. 17
Welcome back Barbecue
held by tbe Department or
French & Italian
12 p.m.
Johnson
- Lovejoy Convocation: Tbe
Role of Journalism in
Reopening History
4 p.m.
SSWAC/Parker Reed Room
Lovejoy Convocation:
Lovejoy Award with Jerry
Mitchell
8 p.m.
Lorimer Chapel
TUESDAY, SEPT. 19
• Visiting Writer's Series:
Steve Orlen. poet, Stahl
Visiting Writer
7 p.m.
Miller Library/Robinson
THURSDAY, SEPT. 21
• Open Mk Night
5 P-m.
Foss Dining Hall

By VICTORIA GONZALEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

You may know them as State
Radio , you may know them as Flag
of the Shiners , you may know them
as "the band with that guy from
Dispatch ." you may have just found
out about them when you heard they
were coming to Colby or you may
not know them at all and if that 's
the case. I highly doubt you will be
ignorant for very much longer. State
Radio, a mix of rock, reggae and
politics , i$ about to embark on a
European
Tour,
stopping first at
Colby College
After a conscientious sound check
and meeting with the
opening
act.
Whoever You Want
Us To Be, 1 sat down
with the band. Chad
Stokes . Chuck Fay
and new drummer .
Mike
Najarian .
When the band initially formed , they
were known as Flag
of
the
Shiners.
Stokes 's said that his reasoning for
changing the name was. "Flag of the
Shiners was just such a mouthful that
WL sort of got tired of saying it. so
we switched it . and it was early
enough in the band' s career that we
could switch it. " The name State
Radio comes from one of their
songs, about the removal of
Slobodan
Milosevic.
former

President of Serbia and Yugoslavia.
After the break up of Dispatch ,
Stokes formed what is now known as
State Radio with Chuck, formerly of
the band Princes of Babylon , which
coincidentall y opened for Dispatch.
Stokes laughed. "I was just trying to
find good guys to play music with .
Chuck was one of them." As for new
drummer Mike Najarian. affectionatel y known as Mad Dog, "He is a
friend of my friend's from hi gh
school." said Stokes.
Because of the political activism
in their songs , and their sound. State
Radio has been
compared
to
Bruce Springsteen
and Bob Marley,
as well as The
Clash, a comparison they gladly
accept . "We love
all those artists , so
it 's good news for
us.
We love
Z e p p e l i n ,
Radiohead. Tool ,
Jetbro
Tull. "
Politicall y, State
Radio
admires
Howard
Zinn ,
author of the popular book . "A
People 's History of the United
States, " Noam Chomsk y, a left wing
intellectual and chairman of the
Democratic National Committee .
Howard Dean.
Stokes explained that his affinity
for politics comes from his liberal
family, "I think I also had a good
dose of awareness when I was in

Because of their
liberal lyrics in
combination
with rock
anthems, State
Radio has a profound impact on
this generation.

Movie review: LittleMiss Sunshine
By PATRICK COLLINS

MOLLY WABBEN/THE COLBY ECHO

Members of the hand . State Radio. Chad Stokes. Chuck Fay and Mike Najarian during Fridays sound check.
the foot of a lot of the problems the
United States has."
Because of their liberal lyrics in
combination with rock anthems ,
State Radio has a profound impact
on this generation. As was seen
Friday night in the Page Common
Room, this fan base expands overseas to Europe , where State Radio
plans on maintaining their image as
a politically outspoken band.
Najarian is most excited about
going to Amsterdam, and the band
is pretty unanimous about their
excitement to go to Stockholm.

Zimbabwe for a little bit after high
school , and that was pretty eyeopening. " Besides just writing
about politics . State Radio has been
politically active in encouraging
adolescents.
Republicans
and
Democrats alike to vote, and played
shows for youth Democrats , as well
as one show for the Democratic
party. Of their biggest concerns for
this generation , the War in Iraq is
one of the biggest. While they
acknowledge that there is a lot of
change needed in the world , "our
war monccring administration is at

40s Review

Colt 45 vs. Schlitz Bull Ice

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

4/5 SUITS

By JOHN MCCORMACK &
JAMIE WINTERBOTTOM

Welcome back fellow Colby students ! While the start of a new year
is certainly a time for long nig hts of
rabble rousing with old and new
friends, it is never too early to catch
up on the latest cinema at your local
theater. Railroad Square For all of
you new to Railroad Square
Cinema, the theater is located near
the Burger King on the north side of
campus To full y enjoy your thematic experience, before arriving at the
cinema you can fill your bellies at
Buen Apetito with some damn good
Mexican Food (and I know because
1 am Mexican) While we all know
there is a tendency to drift off on a
COURTESY Of WWW MOVIES YAHOO COW
full stomach at the theatre. Railroad
Square also makes a fine coffee 77ic- dysfunctional family anxiously awaits the verdict on grandpa s health.
roast as well as has a great selection
of organic beverages and snacks tc Father-in-law (Alan Arkin). And on characters are all introduced , this
top of that, her little boy Dwayne quirky, dysfunctional bunch truly gets
be enjoyed during the movie
If the rains begin to hamper on reads Nietzsche and takes a vow of the show on the road. Once settled
your parade the next tune you warn silence until he's admitted to the around the dinner table , Richard
to go out . take your special someone U S Air Force Academy, where he remembers to tell Olive about an
out to see "Little Miss Sunshine " expects to become a jet pilot. And of answering machine message he
Directed by the husband and wife course there 's little daughter Olive received about the Little Miss
team that formerly broug ht you (adorable Abigail Breslin). who Sunshine beauty pageant. Olive runs
music videos on MTV by the likes of
to the answering machine to learn that
Beck and the Smashing Pumpkins .
she has qualified for the contest 's
Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Fans
finals that are being held in Redondo
bring you their first motion picture.
Beach, California in two days. After
Shown at the 2006 Sundance Film
Richard and Sheryl attempt to haphazFestival. "Little Miss Sunshine "
ardously concoct plans for getting
received a standing ovation The
Olive to the pageant , they finally
film also won the Best Featuredecide that they have no choice but to
World Cinema Audience Award at
pack all six family members into a yelthe 2006 Sydney Film Festival .
low Volkswagen Type 2 mini-bus on a
With an all-star cast that includes
two-day road mp.
Steve Carelt . Greg Kinear . Alan
While I don't want to give the
Arken and Tom Collette, this is a
whole film away. 1 will say that "Little
must-see for all movie lovers The
Miss Sunshine" has a sweet message
character descriptions alone will
underneath it all. While these quirky
make anyone enthusiastic about this
losers may not amount to much, the
film Dad Richard (played by Greg
film lets the audience know that it 's
Kinnear) is an unsuccessful motivaokay not to be a winner all the time. At
tional speaker who seems not even to finds out at the last minute that she 's such a competitive institution here at
able (o win over his own famil y
qualified for the Little Miss Colby College, sometimes it's nice to
Thus. Sheryl (Tom Collette) has to Sunshine pageant , it seems the girt hear this message. If anything, "Little
provide the financial stability in the who beat her out at the regional had Miss Sunshine" will humble you for as
family while also having to deal with an encounter with diet pills.
we all strive for excellence at this fine
her suicidal brother Frank (Steve
If you add l+I+I+J that equals 4 liberal institution, "Little Miss
Carellj On top of looking out for and that 's the number of stars I'd give Sunshine" reminds us that it is okay to
Frank. Sheryl has to deal with her this film just from reading the charac- not excel at everything as long as you
heroin snorting, porn perusing ter descriptions, however, once the try as hard as you can.

While these
quirky losers
may not amount
to much, the
film let 's the
audience know
that it's okay
not to be a winner all the time.

Please Recycle
this Echo!

State Radio was obviously wellreceived as the kick off to Loudness
as it was brought back onstage for
an encore when the crowd started
chanting, "one more song." Aside
from their mix of rock, reggae and
politics , they are also making it a
point to mention Sudan at their
shows in an attempt to raise awareness about the genocide and put
pressure on Washington , they handed out free buttons that read , "p lea
for peace" and their message was
well received on campus.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

liquor at just 6.1%. This means the
APD for Colt 45 is 6.1/2.29 or
2.66% per dollar and a whopping
8.2%/1.79 or 4.58% per dollar for
the Bull Ice...
Advantage: Schlitz Bull Ice.

was "Nothing is Smoother than an
Ice Cold bottle of Colt 45. It works
every time." Why Billy Dee
Williams became the spokesman for
Colt 45. the world may never know,
but...
Advantage: Colt 45

In terms of awesomeness,
there really is
no contest. It
mean a Colt 45
in hand just
looks so classy
and awesome.

In order to best understand the
overall drinkability of these two 40s
wc made sure that it was the first
thing that we drank on the evening.
From the first sober sip to the last
drunken gulp we struggled to hold
down the Schlitz Bull Ice. It 's slightly darker color gave way to a much
more bitter and pungent/unpleasant
finish. Jamie Winterbottom '07
made the remark that it reminded
him of those bitter beer face commercials. Schlitz was neither smooth
nor tasty. The Colt 45, although not
the best beer we've ever drank, was
much better. It had a smoother taste
which permitted chugging when

It 's a Friday night. You walk in
to Jokas with 20 dollars in hand (5
from each roommate) with one
simple goal: get enoug h booze to
get everyone tipsy. Now, there are
many roads one can take when
faced with this dilemma. There 's
the bud get conscious yet stomach
chummg plastic handle of Orloff ,
the overly sharable rack of Natty
or perhaps one could take a
headache-ridden stroll through the
vineyards of Carlo Rossi or
Franzia. One option that many
Colb yites overlook sits in cooler in
the very back of the store: the classic 40 oz. malt beverage.
In our collective history as of-age
Colby College alcohol consumers,
In terms of awesomeness, there
only two choices have stood out reall y is no contest. I mean a Colt 45
from the rest of the pack.
One can purchase a 40 oz.
version of virtually any
type of beer, but it is the
ones that do not come in
cans that are the most
intriguing. Thus our
selections this week: The
Colt 45 vs. The Schlitz
"Bull Ice."
We have constructed an
advanced ranking procedure to decide which wins
this battle. To best gauge
the overall experience of
each beverage we have
broken the scoring down
to three important categories: Drinkability. APD
Ratio and last, but certainly
not
least,
Awesomeness. As for the
winner, here we go!
Clearly, when one
chooses a 40 over any In terms of awesomeness. drinkahility <fi APD
other type of beverage ,
the APD (Alcohol Content per
Dollar ratio) must rank high on the
list of priorities Despite the popularity of Natty Light and Busch al
Colby. 40 ounce bottles of malt
li quor still remain as one of the most
economical means of intoxication. A
Colt 45 40 oz bottle costs $2.29
while the Bull ice costs onl y $1.79.
One may think that it costs more
because it boasts a higher alcohol
content, but this is not so; Schlitz
Bull Ice blows away its competition
with 8.2% alcohol content , while
Colt 45 barely qualifies as malt

in hand just looks so classy and awesome. Although Schlitz claims to be
the beer that made Milwaukee
famous. Colt is a legend. Colt 45 has
been featured in countless hip-hop
albums and videos, movies such as
"Fast Times at Ridgemont High"
and "Dazed and Confused" and the
ever popular 40's night hosted by
Colby 's rugby team. Aside from
these implicit endorsements, Colt 45
has also been officially promoted by
Bill y Dee Williams, better known as
Lando Calrissian from the Star Wars
trilogy. Williams ' Colt 45 slogan

COUKTTSY Of WWW WttUPEOIA OfiG

Colt 45 does work every time.

necessary unlike the Schlitz Bull Ice.
Bill y Dec Williams was right on
about the taste of a Colt 45...
Advantage: Colt 45
According to our sophisticated
rating procedure Colt 45 came out
on top. It truly is the king of malt
beverages. Schlitz may have an
impressive APD , but it is just too
difficult to palate for an entire
evening. We will leave you with
the classic Afroman line "Colt 45
and two Zi g Zags, baby that 's all
we need'"

SPOT LIGHT ON THE ARTS

Under construction: Reflections on the Loudness
"Safety First" dance from the SPB president
By MEAGHAN FITZGERALD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last spring, a friend of mine created a Facebook group entitled
"Boo to Peop le Who Don 't Dress
Up for Theme Parties" in response
to a pitiful showing of costumes at
our spy-themed event held the night
before. We had spent hours putting
together our own spy outfits, spray
painting water guns black to look
more realistic , making sure the
martinis were shaken , not stirred
and watching old James Bond
movies (of course, that was more
for fun than party preparation).
Therefore we were hugely disappointed when barely any of the
guests wore so much as a pair of
dark sunglasses.
But something has changed since
that Facebook group was created ,
and now I am left questioning its
very need for existence. No, I have
not changed my opinions of those
who fail to dress up for themed parties. It 's just that , after last
Saturday 's "Safety First " Loudness
dance, I' m beginning to wonder if
there is anyone at Colby who would
fall into that category. Who was I to
know that , hidden behind the sweatpants and sweatshirts, the polos and
v-necks, there was caution tape,
noon vests, hard hats and tool belts?
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you, students of
Colby College—never again will I
worry that Colby won 't dress to
impress for a themed event.
Now, admittedly, attending the
first Loudness Dance of the year as
the Student Programming Board
president is an experience slightly
different from that of the typical student 's. Rather than worrying if that
cute guy will notice me or not , I'm
usually more worried that some

underclassman will drink too much ,
pass out on the dance floor and be
stepped on by that cute guy (this
tends to lead to an interaction which ,
let me tell you, does not involve
making out). That said, one couldn 't
help but be excited for the "Safety
First " dance and I was no exception.
As my friends and I squeezed
past other arriving groups and
through Cotter Onion 's single
entrance, we were greeted by the
typical Colby-favored music mix of
hip-hop and top 40 remixes skillfully coordinated by our DJ Madison
Gouzie '08. It was barely 10:30pm
and the place was already starting to
fill-that' s when I saw the pair who
came in scrubs. Watervillc's finest
would have been impressed with the
turnout of police officers, fire fighters, nurses, construction workers,
doctors and many more besides.
I have a great feeling about this
year. With the breakaway success of
the glow dance during orientation
week, followed up with what , in my
opinion , was an excellent Loudness
weekend , I think the Colby
Community is ready to party and
SPB is ready to bring the party to
Colby. To see what events the
Student Programming Board has
coming up, as well as picture of
Loudness Weekend events , please
visit
our
website
at
http://www.colby.edu/spb.
Of course , we have lots more
going on than just dances, and a
themed party every weekend is a
little excessive—after all , you can
only fit so many costume parts in
there with the sweatpants and polo
shirts. That said, the next time the
SPB busts out , say, an 80's or Pirate
dance; I trust in my peers to deck
themselves out in leg warmers or
cutlasses to the best of their ability.
Wow. I love this school.

Emily Parker '08

By JULIE WILSON
A&E EDITOR

When I returned to our dorm
room the evening before my interview with roommate Emily Parker
'08, I found a characteristically
cheery note from Parker on our
white board: "Hi gals! I'm heading
to Bixler to practice for abit, but I'll
be back in an hour or so. Have Fun!
Love, Emily." Glancing at our
clock , which read "10 p.m. **, I
couldn 't help but feel lazy at returning home to sleep, when Parker was
just heading out to practice the violin. Parker's drive to perfect her talent when the rest of the student
body was set to retire for the night
was explained the following afternoon in our interview.
"I've been playing the violin for
thirteen years," Parker said, playfully counting the years on her fingers,
"It is a nerdy passion maybe but its
something I enjoy doing."
Parker, an English major, began
playing the violin in the fourth
grade at Melissa Jones Elementary
School. It was here under conductor
Cathy Lamoureux that Parker
joined her first orchestra and began
private violin lessons. On her first
violin teacher (Lamoureux) Parker
said, "She definitely had the most
impact on me when it came to the
violin. She became incredibly close
to me as a violin teacher, and
became more like an Aunt." Unlike
many musicians* first teachers,
Parker 's
relationship
with
Lamoureux was not short lived.
Because of the connection that had
sparked between Lamoureux and
Parker, Lamourex continued tutoring Parker up until her senior year
of high school.

Upon entering her first year at
Gilford High school, Parker began
playing the violin in the high school
orchestra under conductor T
Thomas Boats III. "I was very into
violin in high school ," Parker
smiled. As a testament to her musical talent , in her senior year at
Gilford Parker was voted vice president of the orchestra and also
named concert mistress of the string
section. It was during high school
that Parker also began playing in the
Yale New Haven Youth Symphony
with musicians from across the New
Haven area. But Parker 's musical
accomplishments in her high school
years did not end there. In her junior
year of high school, Parker made
the all-state symphony orchestra.
On Parker 's most memorable
high school memory in relation to
music she said , "My senior year
we played in Tanglewood...one of
the most beautiful concert halls in
the country, and we also got to
play the Boston Symphony Hall. "
In addition to these two musical
arenas, Parker 's orchestra was also
invited to play at Yale's Woosley
hall every year.
Another memory that stands out
in Parker 's mind is her senior
recital. In reminiscence of the event ,
Parker reflected , "Growing up you
see all these older girls perform
these awesome concertos. I couldn 't
wait for mine." For this performance, Parker played the "Spring "
movement of Vivauldi's "Four
Seasons," and was joined by two
other students who played two of
the other three movements.
"The violin was a key component
in choosing a College," Parker said,
explaining that in addition to interviewing at Colby back in 2004, she
also met with the members of the

music department to fully
explore what
Colby had to
offer her as a
musician.
Upon arriving at Colby
one
athletic
tragedy further
fueled Parker 's
devotion to the
violin.
One
year after captaining
the
Gilford' s
V a r s i t y
Basketball
Emily Parker '08
team, Parker
tore her ACL and was thus unable to
continue playing on Colby 's
Volleyball and Basketball teams.
Although disappointing, Parker
explained that this injury provided her
the opportunity to further devote herself to her music. It was at this time
that Parker began taking violin
lessons from Music Professor Mary
Jo Carlson and joined Colby's
Symphony Orchestra. However, yet
another obstacle was in store for
Parker. During the spring semester of
her first year, Parker was diagnosed
with mononucleosis and was thus
unable to perform in the Orchestra's
annual spring performance.
Since her recovery, Parker has
fully devoted herself to her music.
In her sophomore year at Colby,
Parker began studying the violin
with music professor Graybert
Beacham. "He is an amazing at the
violin and is an amazing
teacher...I've learned a lot from
him, " Parker said. In addition to
lessons, Parker has continued to
play with the Colby Symphony
Orchestra and looks forward to the

upcoming fall concert, scheduled
for Saturday, October 28th, at 7:30.
This concert will a feature a selection of returning conductor
Jonathan Hallstom 's favorite works,
including Tschaikovsky's "Romeo
and Juliet Overture-Fantasy,"
Bartok's "Rumanian Folk Dances"
and Beethoven 's A<mperor" piano
concerto with Colby faculty pianist
Cheryl Tschanz.
After we had finished discussing
Parker's musical achievements, our
conversation turned to a more personal note. At the end of the day it
seems that Parker is drawn to the
violin not only to perfect her talent,
but to find an escape from the
every-day stresses of college life.
"[The violin] is the one thing that
gives me a release
from
work...When I'm irritated by something cr just want to clear my
head...I play the violin," Parker concluded. A friend , a musician, a passionate artist-after our interview it
was clear that many more musical
accomplishments await Parker in
and out of the classroom.

The new Muse album. "Black Holes & Revelations, " "kicks serious ass "
By MARLOW STERN
STAFF WRITER

What do you do when you've already
amassed millions in album sales, established yourselves as one of the driving
forces of music and, as one of the best
live acts in the world, possess the ability
to headline any music festival you
choose? Well if you're musical genius
Matt Bellamy, you
create an incredibly
ambitious, massive
new album that
takes its listeners to
completely new
heights.
Yes, the new
Muse
album
"Black Holes &
Revelations" is a
few months old
and yes, I already
mentioned one of
its songs in my
summer
songs
roundup, but I
feet obligated to
rep the album
even
harder
because it kicks such serious ass.
Opener "Take A Bow" picks up
where their fantastic previous album
"Absolution" left off, with Bellamy 's
melancholy, Yorke-esque apocalyptica

vocals moaning. You must pay for
your crimes against the earth," surrounded by swirling synths that transport you to the stratosphere. An
indictment of Bush and Blair perhaps?
Surely not... It's followed by "Starlight,"
a song that's sure to take Muse fans by
surprise since it's the cheeriestsong that
Muse has ever made, with a piano
sequence out of a cheesy 80s movie,
soaring, winsome lyrics endorsing true
love, and U2-esque
guitars, it 's clear that
Muse are making a
push into new territory.
"Supermassive Black
Hole" is that territory—
a funky dancehall track
sporting one of the
il lest rifts that Muse has
ever made-complete
with Bellamy's Princelike vocals cooing
something about glaciers melting and superstars being sucked into
outer space, it's catchy
as hell. Next is "Map of
the Problemauque", a
rancorous sci-fi epic,
and "Invincible," a
beauteous ballad sporting drummer-boy
percussions and a captivating chorus
with Bellamy 's affected vocals, cracking with feeling shouting, "During the
struggle they will pull us down / But

please, please let s use this chance to
turn things around /And tonight we can
truly say / Together we're invincible." It
also boasts a tantalizing guitar solo that
if seen live, will make your jaw completely drop. The urgent prog-rock
track "Assassin" is one of the heaviest
and violent things to emit from
Bellamy 's axe since the Origin of
Symmetry days.

Each and every song of Black Holes
& Revelations bring something
entirely new and captivating to the
table, culminating with "Knights of
Cydonia", an instant Muse classic
(and new live favorite). The song
commences with the sound of horses
galloping, which is then mimicked
by furious drums, followed by a
mind-blowing distorted riff and

...yes, I already
mentioned one
of its songs in
my summer
songs roundup,
but I feel obligated to rep the
album even
harder because
it kicks such
serious ass.

horns, with Bellamy chanting. "No
one 's gonna take me alive / The time
has come to make things right You
and I must fi ght for our rights You
and I must fi ght to survive." The last
two minutes of the song are just
Bellamy and Don going nuts on guitar and drums respectively in a magnetic orgy of noise.
Muse may not quite be your cup of

tea (they seem to divide many music
fans/critics into two extremely disparate parties), but if you 're interested
in witnessing what is, in my humble
opinion , a fantastic progression from a
band that continues to challenge themselves and push the aural limits, buy or
download
"Black
Holes
&
Revelations" and then try to catch
Muse live—it 's quite an experience.
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Hr-rc ' f. how I gel the most
out of U.S. CeUubr ' :

I have a confession to make: I speni
nearly alt of last Sunday on my couch
watching sports on TV. I began the
day by telling myself I would only
watch a little football and then gel
started on my work, or at least spend
the day outside since it 'll start snowing
in two weeks (I kid , sort of)- But ther
the full magnitude of the day's sports
action revealed itself: baseball pennant
races in full swine, the US Open Final.
NFL opening Sunday,
even a couple English
Premier League Games.
So instead of spending my Sunday doing
something productive I
watched sports. And
more sports. And
through all of this mind
numbing viewing one
thing gradually became
clear from the jumble
of stats, replays, and
nonstop
action:
American television
announcers are (generally)
terrible
at
announcing
sports
games.
Now I know that
announcing is not as easy as it seems:
filling three or more hours of game
coverage while simultaneously trying
to not sound like an idiot requires fast
thinking and a certain degree of intelligence. I think, however, that many
announcers worry too much about try-

Through all of
this mind numbing viewing one
thing gradually
became
clear...American
television
announcers are
terrible at
announcing
sports games.
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ing to sound like geniuses or make
humorous comments at all points during the game, and end up producing a
slew of comments that mean absolutely nothing and will not be remembered
by any fan watching the game.
Admittedly this tendency does produce some humorous gems, like the
brilliant piece of commentary color
analyst Dan Fouts provided announcer
Al Michaels with during a Monday
Night Football Game a few years ago:
Fouts: Tampa Bay is an excellent,
excellentfootballteam. But the Vikings
have a great football team too. Al. my
prediction is that whoever puts the
most points on the scoreboard will
probably win tonight s' football game.
Now this is obviously an extreme
example of announcer ineptitude, but it
is symptomatic of something I saw
announcer after announcer trying to do
last Sunday: talking for the sake of
talking. The best
announcers aren 't
afraid to leave
pauses in their
game commentary: they limit
their comments to
the action on the
field or a well
thought-out and
timed opinion or
joke that veers
away from the
typical meaningless cliches and
pseudo-analyses.
The only two
real examples of
good announcing
I saw last Sundav
came during the coverage of the US
Open and the English Premier League
match I was watching. Announcer
Dick Enberg did an excellent job during the US Open precisely because he
didn 't talk much: while Andy Roddick
and Roger Federer were going back
and forth he kept his mouth shut until
a point was over. Enberg is one of the
best out there and obviously all games
cannot be broadcast by someone with
his level of experience and skill.
However, I do think that many sportscasters would improve immensely if
they adopted his approach towards
announcing sporting events.
The English Premier League
announcers were notable because one
of them actually made a comment that
stuck with me after the game was over.
After a player of Egyptian descent
received a yellow card on a questionable call one of the analysts paused for
a few seconds and then chimed in with
the following piece of dry wit: "He
should probably write this one down in
hieroglyphics." While this comment
would probably not cause uproar if it
aired American TV, I did enjoy the fact
that the announcer actually made an
original comment that 1 would not forget three seconds later. If more
announcers learned to control their verbal diarrhea and think about making
original and interesting comments then
maybe my Sundays spent on the couch
wouldn't feel quite so worthless.
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FIELD HOCKEY: Mules
losein NESCACplay
Continued From Page 10
Americans, Kate Leonard '07 and
Taryn King '07, who tragically
passed away last January. The Polar
Bears have traditionally had a very
strong field hockey team, with a
record of 127-34 over the past ten
years. However, Colby did defeat
Bowdoin in 2004, and with the high
levels of energy and excitement
between these perennial rivals, the
Mules certainly have a chance of
coming away with a win.
Bernatchez hopes that Saturday's
match will be an opportunity for
Colby to work on some of the areas in
which they saw issues last Saturday.
"Our goal for this weekend will be to
play more as a team and step up our
on field communication." Most
importantly, Bernatchez noted that
the team has a lot of heart out on the
field and expects that that intensity
will take the Mules places this fall.
"The team is very dedicated and has a
lot of passion for the game-I hope that
will translate into some big wins as
the season progresses."

MOfSSOCCER/c?/^ How the Red Sox are becoming
BowdoinihisSaturday the MLB 's Los Angeles Cl ipp ers
Continued From Page SO
less. In overtime number two, the
Mules
attacked
dangerously.
Sophomore Lucas Bennett narrowly
missed on a one-timer from just
inside the 18-yard box in the last few
seconds. He had five shots on the
day. Colby outshot Tufts 5-1 in overtime. The officials ended the match ,
the final score a tie, I-l , yielding
each team one point in the NESCAC
standings.
When asked about the game,
Kahane stated , "The whole team

I was proud of
the team on
Saturday at
Tufts; we
brought a great
spirit to the
game and
fought hard.
Mark Serdjenian

Head Coach

worked hard and several 'rookies '
played in their first NESCAC game
and helped us achieve the tie. "
These "rookies" included Adam
Curatolo '08, Scott Carberry '09,
Ben Wakana '09, Duy Lyford '10,
and James Westhafer '10. Serdjenian
agTeed with the captains, stating,
"Our frosh and new varsity players
contributed nicely and Josh Kahane
was solid and composed in goal."
Kahane had eight saves on the day.
Serdjenian is optimistic about the
outcome; he said, "I was proud of the
team on Saturday at Tufts; we
brought a great spirit to the game and
fought hard. With few subs due to
injuries, and a temperature of 85
degrees on the day, we kept coming
and created great chances right
through the overtimes." Kahane, also
pleased with the tie , admitted that ,
"...it was apparent that we have a lot
to work on."
The team will play an out of
league game at Husson College on
Wednesday, September 13, after
press time. Their first home game is
this Saturday, the 16th, against
NESCAC rival Bowdoin College at
11:00 a.m. All are encouraged to
come and support the Mutes this
weekend in what promises to be an
exciting match.

PRACTICE TO PLAYOFFS
By JEIT ALDEN

It has long been said that athletes in
Boston 's limelight care far too much
about the sports media 's opinion of
them. This year, however, the front
office is just as guilty. The collapse of
the 2006 Boston Red Sox is directl y
related to Theo's (as well as Jed's and
Ben 's) knee-jerk reactions to the
columnist. And all this time you
thought the Red Sox were in bed with
the Globe.
The Boston Red
Sox have transitioned into a minor
league
mentality,
where entertaining
the "Pink Hats" is
more important than
winning
another
World Series trophy.
A minor league mentality where filling
the seats and covering the Monster with
W.B. Mason ads is
the objective , not
winning a World
Series. In order to
keep State Street
executives buy ing
season tickets and
picking up
that
Sunday Night ESPN game, Theo
Epstein & Co. must hush the words of
dissent in Red Sox Nation (read: make
Dan Shaughnessy happy). The front
office appeasement strategy is what
led to the disintegration of the 2006
season.
A "Pink Hat ," by the way, has
become Fenway's version of the fair-

weather fan. These fans have been
loyal since the 2003 ALCS, when it
looked like they were going to beat the
Yankees. Aaron Boone hit the home
run and everyone claimed they know
all the suffering of their fellow Red
Sox fans. They also either still believe
that Orlando Cabrera plays shortstop
for Boston or were confused when the
Red Sox upgraded from Edgar
Renteria to Alex Gonzalez. Not to
mention that the Red Sox do not wear
pink-or green for that matter.
Back to my point , the Sox let
Johnny Damon go in December;
which is fine; there will never be a
curse of the cave man. But Boston
started to cry and Johnny was beloved
by the Pink Hats, perhaps more than
Kevin Millar. Who was going to be
Boston 's leadoff man? Rumors and
hype pointed to Coco Crisp, the underperforming Indians
centerfielder (DV:
.345 OBP, lower
than the league
average). This lightning-fast man was
going to be our guy,
and soon all we
heard was, "Did you
see that catch Coco
made?"
Ignored
was his .316 on base
percentage, .285
batting average, and
the rainbows he
lofts from the outfield.
Boston
shipped
top
prospect
Andy
Marte and others to
Cleveland.
Jed Hoyer and Ben Cherington were
at co-GMs when half the farm system
was traded to the Marlins over
Thanksgiving for two players who are
currently contributing as much as
Steve Sandak does to The Echo, Josh
Beckett and Mike Lowell. The Globe
reported , "Beckett does come with
some injury issues. He's dealt with

The Boston Red
Sox have transitioned into a
minor league
mentality where
entertaining the
"Pink Hats" is
more important
than winning
another World
Series trophy.

11 Colby Alumni are currently serving in countries
around the globe. You can join them.
Life is calling. How far will you go?
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Peace Corps Info. Session
Wednesday,September 27th
7:00pm
Location: check pcacccorps.gov

Quesbuns? Contact Recruiter Josh Strauax
jfttraumapcacecorrM.gov or call 617-565-5558.

www.peacecorps.gov

recurrent blisters on his right middle
finger for several years." Jed chose to
ignore this sentence amongst all the
praise for acquiring the new ace. Ben
is now trying to ignore Hanley
Ramirez's 10 triples, 47 stolen bases
and 104 runs scored. I am also surprised that Jed and Ben did not get a
restraining order placed on Theo after
Anibal Sanchez's September 6 no-hitter. They were just trying to give Red
Sox Nation something to be thankful
for back in November.
Some of you will counter that the
Sox went 9-21 in August because of
injury. Yes, injuries hurt, but the Red
Sox were unprepared to counter those
with players already on their 40-man
roster, or in their farm system because
of foolish accusations and trades.
Why were 18 of the 34 men on the
active roster pitchers, including Mike
Burns (7.71 ERA), Manny Delcarmen
(5.06 ERA), and Josh Beckett (5.09
ERA).
The media supposedly ran the likes
of Mo Vaughn, Carl Everett , and
Byung-Hyun Kim out of town, not to
mention Pink Hat darling Millar.
Maybe the media will force Theo and
company to quit for good before the
Red Sox become MLB's Los Angeles
Clippers. I can wait a few years for a
World Series, but appeasing Pink Hats
with a Wild Card seems to be more
important to the front office.

Devastator of the Week

LizaBenson"07
Benson leads the Mules this fall as the team's starting goalkeeper and captain. She was named New England Smalt College Athletic Conference
Player of the Week on Sept 11 after her efforts in the net helped Colby to tie
nationall y third ranked Tufts University in a 0-0 double overtime competition. Benson had nine saves for Colby, including a shot that she tipped over
the cross bar. Benson also shut the Jumbos out in 2005, who went on to compete in the NCAA Div. Ill semifinals before falling to the College of New
Jersey. She is now tied for first in the NESCAC in goals against average,
save percentage, saves, saves per game and shutouts. Last year, Benson
was named to the NESCAC All Conference first team. She tied for second
in saves last season, with 95, averaging 6.3 per game. She was also second
in save percentage and shutouts. Benson has already proven that she has
what it takes to be the top goaltender in the NESCAC again this season.

VOLLEYBALL: First NESCACcompetitions this weekend at Bowdoin
Continued From Page 10
games, with scores of 30-16, 30-17,
and 30-10. Parent said, "We were able
to maintain our intensity level
throughout this match, which I was
really excited about." Lawler had an
impressive 13 kills, three aces, two
blocks and four digs while Prentice
added 10 kills, a career high five aces
and five digs. Lawrence lead the
offense with 29 assists. Senior triCaptain Julie Hike contributed six kills
as did Sancartier.
Lawrence was selected to the alltournament team and is currently fifth
in the New England Small College
Athletic Conference in assists, with an

average of 9.73 per game and 107
total. Lawler is eighth in hitting percentage and third in kills , with 43 on

...we hope to
continue to
improve... for
this week's
matches against
our NESCAC
opponents.
Candice Parent
Head Coach

the weekend. Prentice is seventh in
kilts and aces, while Sancartier is sixth
in aces. Kirby, last year 's NESCAC
Defensive Player of the Year, is sixth
in digs, with 54 thus far.
This weekend, the Mules will face
their first NESCAC competition as
they travel to Bowdoin College to take
on Hamilton College, Middlebury
College and Williams College. Parent
was encouraged by what she saw from
the women this weekend and hopes
that improvements will continue into
this weekend's league matches.
"Overall, our serving this weekend
was tougher than it has ever been and
we hope to continue to improve in a
few other areas for this week's matches against our NESCAC opponents."

WAip

Come work f or the Echo!
We are having an informational this Monday for anyone interested in
working for the Echo this year.
There are openings in all four sections: News & Features, Opinions,
Arts & Entertainment and Sports, as well as in the Business Office

Talented individuals interested in pursuing an MIA.
Enter the Simon School 2nd Annuo) Online Business Simulation Competition
lot the chance to wir> o full-tuition scholarship and other scholarships !

and in layout and copy editing.

Monday, 9 p.m., Lovej oy 100

Lazy Mule Laundry
Mayflower Hill's student run express
laundry service combines in-dorm
pickup with professional cleaning. So
that Colby students can spend time
getting dirty, instead of cleaning up.
Signing up is easy, and can be done
online with a credit card.

On September 25 , 2006, me Simon School will bunch
an online scholarship competition that uses a business simulation
program as a unique method of identifying superior M B A candidates
The winner will receive a full-tin lion scholarship to the Simon School
to be used within two years of the initial award

For more information, rules ond regulations , call (585) 275-3736 or visit

CONTACT INFO
713.419-96O6
bsolar@lazymulelaundry.com
mjking@lazymulelaundry.com

Lazy Mule Laundry. Cause college is about getting dirty, not cleaning up.

www.lazymulelaundry.com

www.simon.rodMster.adu/scholarahi ps/coinpafition.axpx
Participants must register and remit the $35 entrance fee
by September 25 . 2006 No fate entrance will be permitted

SIMON1
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University of Rochester
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